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 It wasn’t until the 1920’s that Henry Ford made a very important decision that would 

impact all of working America.  It was time, he decided for the benefit of his workers, to 

officially create a weekend.  While we might not all drive Fords, we are likely all pretty 

thankful to Henry for that one. 

            Not all of us are fortunate even today to have enough time off from work or 

responsibilities to spend valuable time with family, friends, and self-care.  It’s also 

important to remember that not all of us are fortunate to find work or find work that 

brings us joy.  Speaking for myself, I’ll admit it, I do find joy in my role as a minister 

though I do also miss the days when I could be rejuvenated from the pews and not tired 

(though thankful!) at the pulpit. 

            In Deuteronomy God tells us that we must take a Sabbath.  We must not 

work.  We must worship. 

            It’s important to remember why. 

            When the Israelites were enslaved in Egypt they most certainly worked against 

their will.  The concern of Pharaoh was productivity and not physical or spiritual well-

being.  Rest and respite weren’t on the schedule. 

            Then God liberated the people. 

             God understood that the Israelites back then, and we today, can only sustain 

ourselves and our relationships by pausing, breathing, and taking a break.  Of course, 

there is a very important addendum here.  In our days of rest, we must give thanks to 

God.  God had it right a very long time before Henry Ford. 
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            I would invite you to take your time in the next few days.  Slow down when you 

can.  Look around at God’s creation as we turn toward summer.  Pause and think about 

those you love.  Pause and give gratitude to God. 

            We hope you will join us at church too. It's only in church that we can seek and be 

a part of the community that is the body of Christ. I know that you are all dear to one 

another and, as true as anything else, you are all dear to God. We know that not everyone 

can join us during this time but we encourage you to do so, if not in the sanctuary then on 

Facebook live on the Battery Park Christian Church page. Please contact me or the office 

if you need more information. 

            Come with a restful spirit.  Come share in deep breaths.  Come join us for a 

wonderful worship service. 

            We hope to see you soon! 

                        Peace and grace, 

                                    Rev. Jonah Smith-Bartlett 

 

Battery Park Christian Church extends its 

deepest sympathies on the passing of: 

Lucy Baughan, Grandmother of April and 

Great Grandmother of Masiah.  Details of a 

celebration of Lucy’s life will be 

forthcoming soon. 

  

Dolores Gravatt, mother of Haskins Ramos 

and family. 

 

Kenneth Seiler, Father of Eric Seiler. Please keep the Seiler Family in your prayers.  
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(Tech Help – Lisa 804-441-5206)  
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Zoom Help! 

Thank you to Mrs Saucier of Moutain View HS, a friend of Lisa’s for these zoom 

intstructions. Please remember if you ever need assistance or want to practice your zoom 

skills call or text Lisa 804-441-5206 for help anytime.   
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Do you have a meeting or event happening at BPCC or Virtually for BPCC? Please send 

this to Lisa for the church calendar (bpcc.office@Verizon.net)  
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The church office is open physically twice per week 

and virtually anytime! 

Church Office: Monday & Thursday 8am – 1pm 

-Emails, Voicemails, Paper mail, and in house   

  admin (bills, facility maintenance etc) 

Virtually: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday  

    - Emails, Website, Tech Support, Prepping 

mailings and other duties as needed.  

Worship and Study Alternative Options 

If you are not able to access our worship services online and would like 

a copy of Rev. Jonah’s sermon mailed to your home please request 

these to Jonah or Lisa.  

Also we still have a few copies of “Our Daily Bread” Devotional available 

for members who would like this mailed out.  

 

 

 

Battery Park Christian Church  

4201 Brook Rd.   

P.O. Box 9314  

Richmond, VA 23227 

 

Batteryparkchristianchurch.org         

T: 804-266-3973   

BPCC.Office@Verizon.net 

March Birthdays 
Carolyn Garthright   3/2 

Joshua Ice    3/2 

Laura Wagner   3/4 

Trinity Carr    3/16 

Lisa Nuckolls   3/18 

Melissa Seiler   3/22 

Cheryl Williams   3/27 

Tim Williams   3/29 

Income and Expenses,        Jan 1 - Feb 28, 2021 

Income 

Offering                                      11,683 

Building use                                 9,775   

Other                                            1,085  

      Total Income                                     22,543 

Expenses 

  Personnel                                20,734 

  Utilities and Maintenance         9,376 

  Unexpected Major Expenses           0 

  Other                                            650 

        Total expenses                                30,760 

Net  loss (taken from reserves)               (8,217) 

 


